Species of Ceraeochrysa Adams are distributed from southeast Canada to Argentina. Larvae feed on aphids, thrips, white flies, mites, and neonatal larvae of Lepidoptera in varied agroecosystems. Seven species are known in Venezuela, viz. Ceraeochrysa achillea Freitas & Penny, C. angulata (Navás), C. bitacornua Freitas & Penny, C. caligata (Banks), C. cubana (Hagen), C. everes (Banks), and C. valida (Banks). In this study, three species are described as new to science, Ceraeochrysa melaenopareia sp. nov., Ceraeochrysa pittieri sp. nov., and Ceraeochrysa torresi sp. nov.
Introduction
Adams (1982) erected the genus Ceraeochrysa from species in the genus Chrysopa Leach, encompassing at the time 24 species distributed from southeast Canada to Argentina. In this way, the largest genus of Neotropical Chrysopinae was constituted. Brooks and Barnard (1990) Studying this genus, as with Chrysopidae in general, is relevant because of the large number of species that inhabit agroecosystems, which contribute to the natural control of arthropod pests (Freitas & Penny 2001) . Larvae of lacewings feed on soft-bodied arthropods such as aphids, diaspidids, thrips, aleyrodids, psyllids, and neonatal larvae of Lepidoptera (Freitas 2001) . Ceraeochrysa caligata (Banks), C. cincta
